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Firm Gears Up For High-Stakes Drug Lit

Axinn, Veltrop wins victory for generic pharmaceutical maker

By THOMAS B. SCHEFFEY

t can cost pharmaceutical companies

hundreds of millions of dollars—or
more—to develop a new prescription drug.
Still, the investment can reap mind-bog-
gling dividends.

For example, Aricept, the leading med-
ication used to fight Alzheimer’s disease,
reaps $1 billion a year for its maker, Tokyo-
based Eisai. The drug is distributed in this
country by Pfizer Inc., which has extensive
research facilities in Groton.

With so much at stake, it’s little wonder
that U.S. courts are teeming with lawsuits
filed by big pharmaceutical companies
defending their patents against generic
drug manufacturers that want to make
essentially the same drug—and sell it for
less.

Into this fray wades the intellectual prop-
erty and complex litigation firm of Axinn,
Veltrop & Harkrider, which has a Hartford
office. The office just announced the hiring
of four more attorneys as it positions itself
to be an even bigger player in pharmaceuti-
cal patent cases.

One new associate, Ti Chen, previously
worked for the pharmaceutical industry.

An associate promoted to partner, Chad
Landmon, has expertise in the Hatch-
Waxman Act, the 1984 federal law that gov-
erns pharmaceutical patents.

Hartford partner James D. Veltrop
explained that while the firm used to mostly
represent makers of name-brand drugs, the
practice is shifting toward generic clients.
The firm, for example, represents the
Actavis Group, one of the world’s largest
generic pharmaceutical companies.

“We’ve had a steady stream of pharma-
ceutical patent lawyers moving from all
over—New Jersey, Chicago, D.C.,” said
Veltrop. “We’ve got a huge shop here that

James D. Veltrop
and James P.
Doyle, of Axinn,
Veltrop &
Harkrider repre-
sent a drug com-
pany that wants
to make a
generic version
of the world’s
best-selling
Alzheimer’s drug.
They recently
won dismissal of
a patent infringe-
ment suit fild by
the Japanese
company that
now makes the
drug.

does patent litigation, and the bulk of it is
pharmaceutical patent litigation.

Since 1999, Axinn, Veltrop & Harkrider
has been counseling clients and litigating
matters involving the Hatch-Waxman Act.

Golden Goose

Veltrop and James P. Doyle, another
partner in the firm, recently won a signifi-
cant case for another generic drug client,
Mutual Pharmaceutical Co. of Philadelphia,
which is exploring the manufacture of a

generic version of Aricept in a soluble pill
form.

Their case has attracted widespread
attention from industry lawyers for generic
and brand-name drugs alike.

Eisai holds the patent for Aricept until
2010, and is understandably protective of
its golden goose. Strategically, the holders of
sunsetting drug patents want their prospec-
tive competitors under court scrutiny
sooner, rather than later, the better to mon-
itor the high-stakes end of the patent’s life.
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